Administration of George W. Bush, 2004 / July 23

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting the Executive Order
Blocking Property of Certain
Persons and Prohibiting the
Importation of Certain Goods From
Liberia

July 23, 2004

Dear Mr. Speaker:  (Dear Mr. President:)

Consistent with subsection 204(b) of the
International Emergency Economic Powers
Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(b) (IEEPA), I hereby
report that I have issued an Executive Order
(the “order”) in which, in view of United Na-
tions Security Council Resolutions 1521 of
December 22, 2003, and 1532 of March 12,
2004, I declared a national emergency with
respect to the threat to the foreign policy of
the United States constituted by certain ac-
tions, policies, and circumstances with re-
spect to Liberia. These actions, policies, and
circumstances include the undermining of
Liberia’s transition to democracy and the or-
derly development of its political, administra-
tive, and economic institutions and resources
by former Liberian President Charles Taylor
and other persons, in particular their unlaw-
ful depletion of Liberian resources and their
removal from Liberia and secreting of Libe-
rian funds and property. These actions, poli-
cies, and circumstances also include the lack
of universal implementation throughout Li-
beria of the Comprehensive Peace Agree-
ment signed on August 18, 2003, and the re-
lated ceasefire. Finally, these actions, poli-
cies, and circumstances include the link be-
tween the illicit trade in round logs and tim-
ber products and the proliferation of and
trafficking in illegal arms, which perpetuate
the Liberian conflict and fuel and exacerbate
other conflicts throughout West Africa.

To address this threat, I ordered that, ex-
cept to the extent provided in section
203(b)(1), (3), and (4) of IEEPA (50 U.S.C.
1702(b)(1), (3), and (4)), or regulations, or-
ders, directives, or licenses that may be
issued pursuant to the order, all property and
interests in property of the persons listed in
the annex to the order or any person deter-
mined by the Secretary of the Treasury, in
consultation with the Secretary of State, to
meet the criteria set forth in section 1(a)(ii)
of the order, are blocked.
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I further ordered that, except to the extent
provided in regulations, orders, directives, or
licenses that may be issued pursuant to the
order, the direct or indirect importation into
the United States of any round log or timber
product originating in Liberia is prohibited.

I have enclosed a copy of the order, which
became effective at 12:01 a.m. eastern day-
light time on July 23, 2004.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NotE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.

Remarks to the National Urban
League Conference in Detroit,
Michigan

July 23, 2004

The President. Thanks for the warm in-
troduction. It’s really good to be here. You
know, Marc, you're right, the National Urban
League is a vital and important part of the
American scene. And I think the reason why
is, not only is the mission important but the
people involved in the Urban League are dig-
nified, decent American citizens. And I am
honored to be in your presence.

I see some friends like Willard, who is—
I don’t know if you remember, Willard, but
we were on the porch of the Governor’s man-
sion in Texas. I'm not saying you drank all
my beer, but—/[laughter]. Never mind.
[Laughter] That's unfair. [Laughter] But
thanks for having me.

Marc, I appreciate your leadership. I've
had the opportunity to work with Marc. I
look forward to continue working with Marc.
He’s a good man. He cares deeply about the
country, the people in our country. He is—
he has had a lot of experience. He has, after
all, been a mayor. It’s a heck of a lot tougher
job than being President. After all, you've got
to fill the potholes—[laughter]—and empty
the garbage. And he did a fine job as mayor.
He’s doing a fine job for this very important
organization.

Speaking about mayors, the mayor of De-
troit was here. He’s cutting a ribbon, which
most mayors do. He’s a fabulous mayor, by




